
Blakeslee Galleries 
 
Active Dates: 1890-1914  1

 
Gallerist: Theron Blakeslee 
 
Location:  
1891:                                     218 5th Ave 26th Street  2

1898:                                     353 5th ave 34th street  3

Later move to knickerbocker trust and co on the opposite corner (5th ave and 34th street)   4

5th ave and 53rd (renovating prior to death)   5

 
Specialty: Blakeslee  specialized originally in American works then quickly moved to Old 
Masters Paintings.   6

 
Gallery History 
 
Well known in its own time, the Blakeslee galleries became eclipsed by the fame of its owner, 
Theron Blakeslee, in 1914 when he killed himself in his shop.  Though his death was attributed 7

to a great depression and stress he experienced due to business affairs, Blakeslee’s ventures were 
noteworthy feats. Born in Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1849, the gallerist started his career with 
Noyes & Blakeslee in Boston. He relocated to New York city in 1890 to establish his own 
gallery and tap into a larger market, originally selling modern American Dutch paintings along 
with popular Barbizon landscapes until 1892. He then pivoted his gallery towards the sale of Old 
master paintings. He produced sumptuous catalogues to go along with these sales, highly 
descriptive and full of reproduced images.  Though his clientele for this kind of work was 8

initially quite small, it quickly expanded across the continental United States. His charisma and 
known “infallible” eye made him one of the few trustworthy American sources for Old Master 
paintings. His initial success in the United States inspired other galleries to open across the 
country.  Nonetheless, by the dawn of the Twentieth Century he participated in auctions of his 9
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works with others such as Eugène Fischoff in 1900 and Dowdeswell in 1904, the latter at which 
works sold for notably low prices, implying that his works were not selling particularly well.  In 10

1915, at the behest of Blakeslee’s widow, the American Art Association auctioned off his 
collection and remaining Gallery at the famous Plaza Hotel on 5th and 59th in NYC. The 
catalogue was extensive, luxurious, and full of certifications and descriptions of the works by 
European academics.  No photographs of Blakeslee were ever published at his request.  11 12

 

Illustrations 
 

 
Figure 1. “Catalogue cover of Early English Dutch and Flemish Paintings,” Blakeslee Galleries, 
New York, 1898. 
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Figure 2. “No.25. Ravesteijn (Jan Anthonisz Van), Portrait of a Young Lady,” Catalogue entry, 
Blakeslee Galleries, New York, 1898.  

 
 
Figure 3. “Reproduction of Portrait of a Young Lady,” Catalogue entry, Blakeslee Galleries, 
New York, 1898.   13

13 Images 1-3 From: Exhibition of Early English, Dutch, And Flemish Paintings At the Blakeslee Galleries. 



 
 
Figure 4. “Catalogue cover for 1915 Auction of Theron Blakeslee’s estate,” Catalogue entry, The 
American Art Association, New York, 1915.  14
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