
Nye’s Gallery of Art 
 
Active Dates: 1845 -? 1

 
Gallerist: Gideon Nye  
  
Location:  
The Art Union Room, No. 497 Broadway  2

Lyceum Gallery, No. 563 Broadway  3

 
Specialty: The gallery is most remembered for its Old Masters collection of paintings, 
sculptures, and engravings.  4

 
Gallery History 
 
Gideon Nye (1812-1888)  is most notably remembered as a peripheral figure involved in 5

Chinese- American trade: in 1843 he formed the House of Nye Parkin & Co. and in 1853 he 
withdrew from this firm and it was renamed Nye Brothers & Co. Nye spent minimal time in New 
York. His affiliation with the art world primarily has to do with his personal investments in art as 
a collector.habits. He turned to New York in 1845 and exhibited a collection of paintings he 
bought in London which are affiliated with the Gallery of the Lyceum Building, a temporary 
rental space.  Many existing records discuss Nye’s aspirations towards finding a permanent 6

gallery space that resembles the British Gallery in London.  7
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Figure 1. Catalogue of the Pictures Forming the Collection of the Works of the Old Masters, 
With a List of Engravings: Now Being Exhibited At the Gallery of the Lyceum Building, No. 
563 Broadway. 2nd ed. New York: G.F. Nesbitt, 1849.  8
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