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 For my article-gathering project, I wanted to almost remove my own preferences from 

the equation and just examine what the mainstream media is saying about science fiction to get 

a better idea of what the general public’s perception of the genre is. I did this just by looking up 

“science fiction articles” every time I had a searching session and then seeing what new sites I 

could find or where else I could go branching off of an old path. I found, predictably, that there 

was a lot of coverage of the big name productions like Black Panther, Star Wars, and Star Trek. 

There was, however, a strongly common theme of articles arguing how various works of science 

fiction (famous or not) can tell us something about our own society today. I think that the word 

cloud and terms berry actually reflected this theme well, as words like society, economy, global, 

community, and culture were all quite common and appear prominently in the graphics. Other 

common words were several names of places like Africa, Canada, New Zealand, and the United 

States, which shows how the articles were making ties between various science fiction works 

and various real world places. Overall, I thought it was very interesting to visualize the data in 

the articles in this way, and I’m glad to have put research into what our society is seeing in 

terms of science fiction coverage in the media. 


